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To enhance people’s awareness of law enforce-

ment’s role in society, the 8th Security Forces

Squadron conducted several displays on base to pro-

mote National Police Week Monday through today. 

Kunsan defenders set out weapons displays near

the base exchange, held K-9 military working dog

demonstrations and led a formal Retreat ceremony

today at the flagpole in front of 8th Fighter Wing

headquarters. 

A week to recognize police began when President

John F. Kennedy signed Public Law 87-726 in 1962

designating May 15 Police Officers’ Memorial Day,

and the week when May 15 occurs as National

Police Week. While the actual dates vary each year,

National Police Week occurs during the week that

includes May 15. 

According to one of the week’s events coordina-

tors, it’s important for the public to be aware of

duties, hazards and sacrifices law enforcement mem-

bers make, every day.

“Through the nature of our duties, law enforce-

ment personnel are asked to lay their lives on the

line daily to ensure our communities are safe from

violence and disorder,” said Master Sgt. Scott

Ehling, 8th SFS. “Not only is National Police Week

to bring awareness of our role in society, it’s also

time to honor those who have fallen in the line of

duty, and their surviving families.”

According to the National Law Enforcement

Officers Memorial Fund, there are more than

740,000 federal, state, and local officers serving

today. Since 1900, more than 14,000 officers were

killed in the line of duty, an average of 153 per year.

The top-three leading causes of death include

firearms (6,846, or 49 percent), auto accidents

(2,090, or 15 percent), and motorcycle accidents
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